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24, 2002. Tt is a framework for progress to-
wards lasting peace and security in the Mid-
dle East. Implementing the roadmap will de-
pend upon the good faith efforts and con-
tributions of both sides. The pace of progress
will depend strictly on the performance of
the parties.

I urge Israelis and Palestinians to work
with us and with other members of the inter-
national community and above all directly
with each other to immediately end the vio-
lence and return to a path of peace based
on the principles and objectives outlined in
my statement of June 24, 2002. Both Israelis
and Palestinians have suffered from the ter-
ror and violence and from the loss of hope
in a better future of peace and security. An
opportunity now exists to move forward. The
United States will do all it can to seize this
opportunity. To that end, I have asked Sec-
retary Powell to travel to the region to begin
working with the parties so that we can take
advantage of this moment.

Proclamation 7671—Loyalty Day,
2003

April 30, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

To be an American is not a matter of blood
or birth. Our citizens are bound by ideals
that represent the hope of all mankind: that
all men are created equal, endowed with
unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. On Loyalty Day, we reaf-
firm our allegiance to our country and resolve
to uphold the vision of our Forefathers.

Our founding principles have endured,
guiding our Nation toward progress and
prosperity and allowing the United States to
be a leader among nations of the world.
Throughout our history, honorable men and
women have demonstrated their loyalty to
America by making remarkable sacrifices to
preserve and protect these values.

Today, America’s men and women in uni-
form are protecting our Nation, defending
the peace of the world, and advancing the
cause of liberty. The world has seen again
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the fine character of our Nation through our
military as they fought to protect the inno-
cent and liberate the oppressed in Operation
Iraqi Freedom. We are honored by the serv-
ice of foreign nationals in our Armed Services
whose willingness to risk their lives for a
country they cannot yet call their own is
proof of the loyalty this country inspires.
Their service and sacrifice are a testament
to their love for America, and our soldiers’
honor on and off the battlefield reaffirms our
Nation’s most deeply held beliefs: that every
life counts, and that all humans have an
unalienable right to live as free people.

These values must be imparted to each
new generation. Our children need to know
that our Nation is a force for good in the
world, extending hope and freedom to oth-
ers. By learning about America’s history,
achievements, ideas, and heroes, our young
citizens will come to understand even more
why freedom is worth protecting.

Last September, I announced several ini-
tiatives that will help improve students’
knowledge of American history, increase
their civic involvement, and deepen their
love for our great country. The We the Peo-
ple initiative will encourage the teaching of
American history and civic education by pro-
viding grants for curriculum development
and training seminars. The Our Documents
initiative will use the Internet to bring infor-
mation about and the text of 100 of America’s
most important documents from the National
Archives to classrooms and communities
across the country. These initiatives are im-
portant, for it is only when our children have
an understanding of our past that they will
be able to lead the future.

This Loyalty Day, as we express allegiance
to our Nation and its founding ideals, we re-
solve to ensure that the blessings of liberty
endure and extend for generations to come.

The Congress, by Public Law 85-529, as
amended, has designated May 1 of each year
as “Loyalty Day,” and I ask all Americans
to join me in this day of celebration and in
reaffirming our allegiance to our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2003, as Loyalty
Day. I call upon all the people of the United
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States to join in support of this national ob-
servance. I also call upon government offi-
cials to display the flag of the United States
on all government buildings on Loyalty Day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2003]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 5.

Proclamation 7672—National Day of
Prayer, 2003

April 30, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

We are a Nation whose people turn to
prayer in times of our most heartfelt sorrow
and our moments of greatest joy. On this Na-
tional Day of Prayer, first called for more
than 225 years ago by the Continental Con-
gress, we come together to thank God for
our Nation’s many blessings, to acknowledge
our need for His wisdom and grace, and to
ask Him to continue to watch over our coun-
try in the days ahead.

America welcomes individuals of all back-
grounds and religions, and our citizens hold
diverse beliefs. In prayer, we share the uni-
versal desire to speak and listen to our Maker
and to seek the plans He has for our lives.
We recognize the ways that He has blessed
our land abundantly, and we offer thanks for
these gifts and for the generosity of our Na-
tion in helping those in need. We are grateful
for our freedom, for God’s love, mercy, and
forgiveness, and for a hope that will never
be shaken.

Today, our Nation is strong and pros-
perous. Our Armed Forces have achieved
great success on the battlefield, but chal-
lenges still lie ahead. Prayer will not make
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our path easy, yet prayer can give us strength
and hope for the journey.

As we continue to fight against terror, we
ask the Almighty to protect all those who bat-
tle for freedom throughout the world and our
brave men and women in uniform, and we
ask Him to shield innocents from harm. We
recognize the sacrifice of our military fami-
lies and ask God to grant them peace and
strength. We will not forget the men and
women who have fallen in service to America
and to the cause of freedom. We pray that
their loved ones will receive God’s comfort
and grace.

In this hour of history’s calling, Americans
are bowing humbly in churches, synagogues,
temples, mosques, and in their own homes,
in the presence of the Almighty. This day,
I ask our Nation to join me in praying for
the strength to meet the challenges before
us, for the wisdom to know and do what is
right, for continued determination to work
towards making our society a more compas-
sionate and decent place, and for peace in
the affairs of men.

The Congress, by Public Law 100-307, as
amended, has called on our citizens to reaf-
firm the role of prayer in our society and
to honor the religious diversity our freedom
permits by recognizing annually a “National
Day of Prayer.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2003, as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I ask the citizens of
our Nation to pray, each after his or her own
faith, in thanksgiving for the freedoms and
blessings we have received and for God’s
continued guidance and protection. I also
urge all Americans to join in observing this
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2003]



